


identified.
Horticultural Procedureand Facilities

7. TMG recognisesthe urgentneedfor a nurseryfacility to
sustain,through propagationand applied conservation
research,the conservationof the both the toromiro and
Easter Island's other unique resources including
threatenedindigenousspeciesandcultivars.

8. TM will provide technicaland horticultural expertiseto
support horticultural operations in Chile and Easter
Island, for instance through training and the
supply/exchangeof scientificand horticulturalprotocols.

9. Thetoromiro cannotberegardedassecurein cultivation,
collectionsareshowingtoo high a turnoverofspecimens.
Horticultural and propagationprotocolsto be developed,
particularlyfocusinguponpestanddiseasemanagement,
transportof plantsand in vitro techniques.

10. In advanceof the results from genetic assessments,
priority to be given to the collection of cuttings and
herbarium specimensfrom all putative toromiros in
cultivation in Chile.
Plantsfrom Bonnand Gothenburgwill besuppliedto the
Jardin Exotique,Menton, southof France,with the aim
of establishinga trial plantationto assessthe practicality
of establishingan open air core collection within a
Mediterraneangarden.
Public Education

II. TMG will support, through the provision of
taxonomic and conservation information, the proposed
exhibition on the conservationof the toromiro. The display
designedby the MuseumNacional d'Histoire Naturelle de
Paris will be displayed in the Museum on Easter Island.
Public education on Easter Island is recognised as of
fundamentalimportance.

Sophoratoromiro (Phillipi) Skottsb.,of EasterIsland,
--areyou growing this plant?

This survey, initiated by the botanical gardensof Bonn,
Frankfurt,GoteborgandKew, aims to ascertainthe numbersof
Sophoratoromiro in cultivation. This speciesis extinct in the
wild but still existsin cultivation. Its future dependsupon a co
ordinatedconservationstrategy involving genetic analysisof
existing plants, sound demographic and horticultural
management,and eventualre-introductionto EasterIsland.This
projectis beingundertakenin collaborationwith CONAF, Chile.

The geneticbasefor this speciesis believedto be very narrow;
it is vital that wild origin plants are locatedand allowed to
contribute to the tree's conservation. We aim to register,
documentandverify all existingspecimensin cultivation.
Your participationis gratefullyappreciated

If you havethe specieswithin your collection,or you know of
any specimencultivated elsewhere(e.g. in a private garden)
pleaseincludeinformation belowandcontact:
Toromiro ManagementGroup, % ConservationUnit, Royal
Botanic Gardens, Kew; Richmond, Surrey TW93AB, United
Kingdom.
Pleaseinclude name, address;sourceof plants (origin,
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EASTER ISLAND
Archaeology,Ecology,and Culture
Jo AnneVan Tilburg EASTER ISLAND
ForewordbyJohn Mack ,","1,",";', , .. ,'"',, ""'.U ru"

"This book presentsin an
accessibleand balanced
way the resultsof more
recentre-evaluation[of
Easter IslandprehistOry].
And the realities that
emergeare every bit as
arrestingas the 'mysteries'
theysucceed."-John
Mack, Keeperof Ethnog
raphy, British Museum

Wrirren after more thana dozenyearsof measuring,
dtawing, mapping,and photOgraphingEasterIsland'snearly
one thousandknown statues,this book takesa definitive step
toward unravelingthe mysteryof EasterIsland and its
gigantic maai. Drawing on insighrsgainedinto sculptural
techniques,designarrributes,and formal variation,Jo Anne
Van Tilburg examinesRapaNui prehistoryin the contextof
new understandingsof ecologyand culture. Sheconfronts
island myth and folklore with archaeologicalevidence,
debunkingthe legendaryconflict betweenthe Long Earsand
the Shorr Earsandexaminingthe iconographyandcosmol
ogy of the birdman cult. The latestmethodsof sraristical
analysisand computerimagingand robotics programsare
broughtto bearon the perplexingquestionof statuetransport.
30 color, 67 b&w phowgraphs,60 line drawings 192 pp.
C1oth:I-56098-510-0H$45.00

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION PRESS
p.o. Box 960 • Herndon,VA 22070-0960• 800/782-4612

Thefollowing Editorial Commentis by Dr. Frank
Bock, SanMiguel, California:

"Herewe go again!"

This quotation, madeso famousby former U.S. President
RonaldReagan,is equallyapplicabletoday, if the story from
Santiago,Chile is indeedvalid. It seemsthat the world will
once again be treated to a 'Maritime Adventure' when
SpanishexplorerKittin Munoz setssail with a crew of ten
nextOctober.Their quest:to navigatethe seasof Oceaniafor
a year in order to substantiateThor Heyerdahl'snearlyH:fty
year old theory that EasterIsland, and also Polynesia,were
first settledby SouthAmericans.

However,Munoz will not follow in Heyerdahl'swake,but
ratherwill launchfrom RapaNui itself, thus establishingin
his own mind that his launchingsite had alreadybeenfound
by Peruvians,andthat from herethey pushedon to the restof
the Pacific.
This latest endeavor has the ring of myth that only
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1996 Tapati Festival is scheduled for January 28 to
February 3. It's not too soon to sign up for the special Far
Horizons Archaeological and Cultural Trip to Rapa Nui.
This personalized tour includes everything you ever wanted
to see on Easter Island -plus Tapati!

Contact Far Horizons at PO Box 9I900, Albuquerque, NM
87199-1900 or call (800) 552-4575.
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Europeans had the knowledge of ocean
navigation, and that the lesser souls inhabiting
the vast reaches of Asia, Africa, Indonesia, et
al., were quite inferior in their abilities to
conquer the world's oceans. But in my
musings, I wonder, why stop at Eurocentrism?
Were they all that intelligent a millennia or so
ago? How about Extraterrestrialcentrism?·
Cannot we give the wee folk in those UFOs
some credit? Or, keeping it here on our own
little globe, was von Daniken that far off base?
After all he says, "I am convinced with a
probability bordering on certainty that the
earliest Polynesians could fly" (1973: 133).
Aha! Now there's a thought to contemplate,
picturing Hotu Matua and his large entourage,
flying across the Pacific, hovering over Rano
Kau, neatly skirting the cliffs at Poike, and
slowly settling down on Anakena beach.

Enough of this absurdity. Bahn and Flenley
(1992:38-68) have written a short account and
an excellent rebuttal of Heyerdahl's theory, and
the question should remain closed. Why Munoz
is re-opening this closed book (for a reported
two million dollars) boggles the mind.
Historically and painstakingly, scientists from
around the world have focused on Rapa Nui
with compelling fascination. In order to find
answers to the vexing question of Oceania
settlement, they have centered on the islands
themselves, studying the archaeological
evidence, and weighing such diverse factors as
Polynesian navigation and information gleaned
from ethnographic sources. The compilation of
data collected from hundreds of archaeological
sites, meticulously dug and scrupulously
documented by leading scholars have given the
scientific community an excellent foundation upon which to
base formulas for establishing who and how Polynesia was first
populated.

But fiction and fantasy are far more attractive than pure
reasoning. Research based on hypotheses, testing, and open to
peer scrutiny, is not "the stuff that dreams are made on."
Disneyland entertains more visitors than all the museums in
the world combined, and the tabloid press feeds the frenzy for
adventure against which no scientific journal can compete.
Thus the world will always have its Spanish navigators, sailing
against the tides of competent research and the public will
continue to travel with them in their armchairs of
complacency. The Kon Tiki con will have everlasting marks,
bent on believing that the pea really is hidden under the center
shell.
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