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Europeans had the knowledge of ocean
navigation, and that the lesser souls inhabiting
the vast reaches of Asia, Africa, Indonesia, ef
al., were quite inferior in their abilities to
conquer the world’s oceans. But in my
musings, I wonder, why stop at Eurocentrism?
Were they all that intelligent a millennia or so
ago? How about Extraterrestriaicentrism?-
Cannot we give the wee folk in those UFOs
some credit? Or, keeping it here on our own
little globe, was von Daniken that far off base?
After all he says, “I am convinced with a
probability bordering on certainty that the
earliest Polynesians could fly” (1973:133).
Aha! Now there’s a thought to contemplate,
picturing Hotu Matua and his large entourage,
flying across the Pacific, hovering over Rano
Kau, neatly skirting the cliffs at Poike, and
slowly settling down on Anakena beach.
Enough of this absurdity. Bahn and Flenley
(1992:38-68) have written a short account and
an excellent rebuttal of Heyerdahl’s theory, and
the question should remain closed. Why Mufioz
is re-opening this closed book (for a reported
two million dollars) boggles the mind.
Historically and painstakingly, scientists from
around the world have focused on Rapa Nui
with compelling fascination. In order to find
answers to the vexing question of Oceania
settlement, they have centered on the islands
themselves, studying the archaeological
evidence, and weighing such diverse factors as
Polynesian navigation and information gleaned
from ethnographic sources. The compilation of
data collected from hundreds of archaeological
sites, meticulously dug and scrupulously
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documented by leading scholars have given the
scientific community an excellent foundation upon which to
base formulas for establishing who and how Polynesia was first
populated.

But fiction and fantasy are far more attractive than pure
reasoning. Research based on hypotheses, testing, and open to
peer scrutiny, is not “the stuff that dreams are made on.”
Disneyland entertains more visitors than all the museums in
the world combined, and the tabloid press feeds the frenzy for
adventure against which no scientific journal can compete.
Thus the world will always have its Spanish navigators, sailing
against the tides of competent research and the public will
continue to travel with them in their armchairs of
complacency. The Kon Tiki con will have everlasting marks,
bent on believing that the pea really is hidden under the center
shell.
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Rapanuiphiles:

Some of our subscribers have made inquiries about
renewals; note the date on your mailing label. It gives the
month/year when it is time to renew. We also enclose a notice
when that time comes around. However, we do not bombard
our readers with dozens of prior warnings about subscriptions
that are about to expire. (So when you get one, take it
seriously).

1996 Tapati Festival is scheduled for January 28 to
February 3. It’s not too soon to sign up for the special Far
Horizons Archaeological and Cultural Trip to Rapa Nui.
This personalized tour includes everything you ever wanted
to see on Easter Island —plus Tapati!

Contact Far Horizons at PO Box 91900, Albuquerque, NM
87199-1990 or call (800) 552-4575.
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