




















Love: The Context and Structure of Ahu Kihikihi Rau Mea

Published by Kahualike, 2000



Rapa Nui Journal: Journal of the Easter Island Foundation, Vol. 14 [2000], Iss. 1, Art. 1

architecture had changed dramatically. It is possible that the re-
sources needed to build the huge moai-bearing platforms began
to dwindle, and as they did so, the religious architecture had to
scale down.

Ahu Kihikihi Rau Mea may have been designed as an im-
age-bearing ahu that was just short of completion of the pro-
posed central platform(s) when the cultural collapse arrived.
Like Ahu Vai Uri (Mulloy 1970), a cut and fitted seaward wall
could have been partially pulled down and partly reassembled
for a large semi-pyramidal structure. What is important is that
the district population was large enough, or cooperative enough,
so that multi-ton stones could still be moved and roughly fitted
for the huge overlying semi-pyramidal structure. This contrasts
dramatically with the smaller semi-pyramidal ahu, most of
whose seaward blocks could be fitted by two people, and there-
fore required far less cooperation and/or population (Love
1993:105).

Since no moai were known to be standing on any of the
semi-pyramidal ahu, perhaps quarrying new statues intended for
ahu, and moving them, had ceased, but the large construction
work force was still peacefully available for ahu conversion.
Speculatively, perhaps this was a 50 year transition, whereby the
remaining hardwood toro miro, used originally for pry bars and
rollers and skids, were finally forged into mata’a-tipped spears.
The resulting chaos ended the cooperative reconstruction efforts
of large ahu, and the classic smaller semi-pyramidal ahu be-
came all that a lineage could afford to assemble under the duress
of constant warfare.
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